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“Celebrate Our Greatness” (COG) 
Program Gives Staff Much-Deserved 
Recognition

R ecently, the Foundation Board 
along with a group of Dallas 
Retirement Village residents 

created a new program to show staff 
members how much they are appreciated. 
The goal was to let them to know that 
their hard work, and exceptional love 
and care, do not go unnoticed.

A new committee called Celebrate 
Our Greatness (COG) was formed, 
including both staff and residents. We 
brought back the Employee of the 
Month program in a way that DRV 
has never seen before. Each month, 
there are certain criteria that make an 
employee eligible to win Employee 
of the Month. We use DRV’s 
“Extraordinary Impression” promises 
to guide us as we review nominations 
presented to us by both residents and 
staff. It is a joy to see the smiles on 
staff member’s faces when they receive 
this award, and their gratefulness for 
being noticed for all they do.

So often in this day and age, thank 
you’s get lost in the shuffle of busy 
lives, and we take for granted that our 
staff knows they are appreciated. The 
COG program is just another way for 
us to say thank you.

It is important to note that DRV 
residents play a big part in COG 
nominations. Plus, the DRV 
Foundation provides the financial 
support that makes this program 
possible. We sincerely appreciate the 
Foundation’s desire to give and make 
a difference in our staff’s lives. How 
blessed are we to have residents and a 
Foundation board that see the value 
in such generosity and kindness!

Dallas Retirement Village is open to all people 
regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex or disability.

Dallas Retirement Village is a non-profit 
corporation managed by Life Care Services.  
For more about LCS please go to www.lcs.net.

For more information about Dallas 
Retirement Village, please contact:

Shellie Friesen-Berry
(503) 623-1810
Director of Admissions & Marketing
Health Center, AL & Memory Care
sfriesen-berry@drvhome.com

Tawnya Rohde
(503) 623-1747
Director of Sales & Marketing 
Independent Living
trohde@drvhome.com

Dallas Retirement Village 
Community Administration:

David Parrett
Executive Director
dparrett@drvhome.com

Mary Grace Driscoll
Health Center Administrator 
mdriscoll@drvhome.com

Denise Olsen
Assisted Living & Memory Care 
Administrator 
dolsen@drvhome.com

Neighborhood Connections is our newsletter 
informing you of the exciting events, people 
and news at Dallas Retirement Village. 
Please notify us if you change addresses, would 
like to add someone to our mailing list or would 
like to be removed from our mailing list.

For ideas and suggestions please contact:
Shellie Berry, (503) 623-1810



Your skills, your talents, your knowledge, your heart 
and most of all... your time. Those special gifts help 
us provide activities for Dallas Retirement Village 

residents. Whether it’s once a month or an hour each day, 
we will be blessed by your willingness to share your time 
with residents. And you’ll enjoy the rewards of knowing you 
are enriching the lives of seniors at our community.

Dallas Retirement Village has a variety of volunteer 
opportunities for all 
ages. Come be a part of 
our team and help us 
with activities such as 
games, outings, gardening 

and parties. You could also work in our gift shop, be a 
resident companion or assist with chapel services. The 
opportunities to volunteer are endless.

Interested? You’ll find a volunteer application on 
our website at DallasRetirementVillage.com under the 
Volunteer tab. Just complete the application and our 
Volunteer Coordinator will schedule a time to speak with 
you about the opportunities here at Dallas Retirement 

Village. Or you can 
contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator today at 
503-623-1757. We look 
forward to meeting you!

Rewarding, Uplifting and Fun: 
Our Volunteer Program Needs You!

Meet Bernice Driscoll who is 103 years young! Bernice was born in 
Bethel, Oregon in 1914. During her childhood, the family moved 
to McMinnville, Portland and Salem, where Bernice finished grade 

school and completed high school. 

At age 18, Bernice moved to Portland and got a job as a practical nurse. 
That’s also where she met her husband, Charles, who lived across the street 
from her apartment and often came over for dinner. They married in 1935, 
and moved to Bend and Prineville for her husband’s work. The couple 
later moved to Dallas and lived on a 103-acre farm. They had a wonderful 
marriage, raising two daughters and a son. The family grew to include 
10 grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren. And Bernice just recently 
welcomed her ninth great-great-grandchild! 

Bernice celebrated her 103rd birthday last December, and attributes her 
longevity to good genes and cutting out fat. She moved to Dallas Retirement 
Village 13 years ago—making her the resident who has lived here the longest 
and the oldest independent living resident at our community. We are truly 
blessed to have this delightful lady living here at Dallas Retirement Village. 
She is an inspiration to us all!
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Resident Spotlight: Bernice Driscoll



Health Services
Question & Answer Forum
with Shellie and Christine

Date:  June 11, 2018
Time:  2:30 - 3:30 PM 
Location:  Chapel 
We’ll go over various insurance options and questions, campus transfers,  
what to expect and more.  Snacks will be provided.

Pat on the Back for Our Environmental Services Team
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Kim Glover and her environmental services team do 
an amazing job here at Dallas Retirement Village. 
The environmental services team is responsible for 

all housekeeping and laundry services. Working together 
as a team, they keep our campus and residences spotless. 
It’s amazing how much hard work and effort it takes to 
keep things squeaky clean at our community. Not to 
mention the fact that they have to stay up on all of the 
current and most appropriate ways to control germs 
and keep all of our residents and staff healthy. Kim is a 
wealth of information and she is constantly enhancing her 

department to better serve our community. She recently 
received her certificate of Master in Infection Prevention 
for EVS professionals to better understand viruses to help 
keep residents safe and healthy.

We often talk about behind-the-scenes departments 
that tend to get overlooked. This time, it is the EVS 
team’s turn to shine! They work so hard, and we are very 
proud of each and every one of them. Thank you to our 
exceptional housekeeping team. Your hard work does not 
go unnoticed!

Save
the

Date!



One of our favorite celebrations at Dallas 
Retirement Village is Veterans Day. Each year, 
we honor over 70 resident veterans. Honorees 

and guests kick off the breakfast event by singing the 
National Anthem... with rarely a dry eye in the house. 
Breakfast typically includes military favorites such as 
biscuits and gravy, hash, bacon and eggs.

To help honor our veterans, staff members share a 
special “mail call” in which veterans receive packets with 
individual notes and mail from their family and friends. 

The packets also include messages from local schools and 
businesses thanking the veterans for their service. KYKN 
Radio broadcasts live from the event, including interviews 
with resident and staff veterans.

A highlight of the Veteran’s Day celebration is seeing 
honorees in full uniform—standing proud and receiving 
their much-deserved recognition. It is a privilege to say 
“thank you” to veterans who are part of the community 
and remind them of how grateful we truly are for  
their service.
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A t the top of a little knoll on the northwest side of 
Dallas Retirement Village’s 30-acre campus, you’ll 
find the Pavilion—one of the area’s best-kept 

secrets. Over the years, the Pavilion has grown in popularity 
with Dallas Retirement Village residents, their families and 
staff. In fact, it’s not uncommon to find residents there, 
reading a book and taking in some fresh air, or staff members 
enjoying a summer lunch under its shade. Plus, the Pavilion 
is a favorite venue for celebrations ranging from employee 
appreciation barbeques and fundraisers, to resident fairs 
(including a petting zoo), birthday parties, anniversary 
celebrations and class reunions. The fun never stops!

The Pavilion was brought to the campus by the DRV 
Foundation and built over three phases beginning in 
2012, and replaced a white gazebo that appeared in many 
Dallas Retirement Village photos over the years. The entire 
$190,000 construction budget for this resident-driven project 
was funded by gracious legacy gifts, grants and outright 

donations from residents and their families.

Due to the Pavilion’s growing popularity over the years, 
Dallas Retirement Village has added a lovely stone hearth 
with a gas fireplace, a wood mantel donated by Frank Pender 
and iron décor donated by the Mosher family. With plenty 
of parking, drop-down shades, restrooms, a wash station and 
a non-slip surface, this rustic Northwest-inspired Pavilion 
offers the perfect setting for a gathering... no matter your age!

Call 503-623-5581 to get rental details   
and information.

Proud to Honor Our Resident Veterans

Beautiful Pavilion is a Favorite Gathering Place



A Warm DRV Welcome to Denise and Shanena

We are excited to introduce two new 
team members to our DRV family. 
Denise Olsen is our Assisted 

Living Administrator, and Shanena Perez is our 
Memory Care Administrator. Together, they 
come to us with years of experience.

Both Denise and Shanena have such a kind 
and caring way with residents and their family 
members. New seasons in life can often be 
hard on everyone involved. As Shellie Berry, 
Director of Admissions often says, “Though 
we (Dallas Retirement Village) are amazing, 
people don’t just wake up one day and say, ‘I 
want to move in to Dallas Retirement Village’s 
Memory Care or Assisted Living.’” When 
residents arrive here, they’ve experienced a big 
change in their lives, and they look to each 
of us for love, support, encouragement and 
care. And they find the personal attention they 
deserve from Denisa and Shanena.

We want to thank Denise and Shanena for 
joining our team, having a heart for seniors, and 
bringing great leadership to the team. We are 
blessed to have you as part of the DRV family.
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Health Services

We offer Assisted Living, Memory Care and Skilled Nursing.
Call (503) 623-5581 and ask for Shellie or Theresa for more information.
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Residents enjoy a multitude of activities, from woodworking to book clubs and so much more.

Our delicious menu features fresh, local ingredients–a real advantage of our location in the Willamette Valley.

Family and friends love spending time at Dallas Retirement Village because it’s such a fun place to visit!



377 NW Jasper Street
Dallas, Oregon 97338
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The great baseball legend Satchel Paige once said, “How old would 
you be, if you didn’t know hold old you were?” It is reported that he 
pitched into his late 50’s. What if he had listened to those around 

him who said baseball players do not play in their 40’s, let alone their 50’s? 

At Dallas Retirement Village, we are reminded daily how age should not 
stop us from living well, staying active and most importantly, remaining 
engaged with purpose and community. My office sits directly across from 
our Central Blend coffee bar. Daily, I see friends sitting together over 
coffee or maybe a warm gooey cinnamon roll served with a smile by Mary 
Sue. I hear laughing, I hear conversations, sometimes providing support 
and comfort, sharing stories about their travel or family members. The 
one common thing is I see people connecting as friends. The well-known 
Australian author John Spooner was quoted as saying, “It’s better to eat fries 
with friends, than broccoli alone.” It is our goal at Dallas Retirement Village 
to provide opportunities for connection and engagement, to never say you 
are too old to do something you love, and to serve the best fries in town!

God bless,

David Parrett, Executive Director

Call (503) 623-9211 today for a personal tour of our beautiful community.


